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Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction 
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VVherein it appears chat the Spiritual 
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But my preſent buſineſs is only to meddle with the coer- 


cive power they pretend to in Courts Chriſtian, or Spiri- 
claim fuch a power 

in Englazd diſtin from the legal power known in this 
dupremaey-of-the King, in 

direct 1 to his Authority, as he is by Law ſupreme 
the 


head of the Church of England, is a very great wonder to 
me, and I believe to t 


I s Reader, if he coaſider 
the matter of ſact as it | a” 
In the firſt place, the Reader mult know that all manner 


of Spiritual Juriſdi edin this Nati &i inal 
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: for before his time we do not find — Ae 


Co * of(Expmuniationpi 


he came here it was with the ſame ſpecious pre- 
tence that Rome and her Adherents and Devotaries to 


this day uſe, that is Fegular government of 
the Church 'of Chriſt : But no ſooner had this Moak fer 


foogginto this — > began to ſhew his en 
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diſcover their cheats, and thereſore the 
gy began ſometimes to be a little chpped 
of the Land, as you will find 
ſince Henry the Third: particular 

Edvard the Firit's time, which 
indited of Felouy by ſolemn 1 
Kings Court, in no manner ſhall 


Pur 
o deſore this Statute the Church. men 


ption from the Temporal Law ; and offenders, * 
which were Church men olaimed a priviledge to he ori lla-· 


ble to the power of the Church. 
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Ebolmely and Jobs Southcote Serjeants at the Law, illi am 
Hay. Doder of Law, Francis Cave, Richard Goodrick: and 


albert e Kobert Weſton and Hunck, 

Greeting. 1 as our 3 
| nt Weftninſter the Five weuntieth Day of Janua- 
+3, und chere continued and kept until the ay of 
Maj then nent following; other things, there was 
liſhed 3 the one Intitu- 
the Common-Prayer and 


led, a Ad for the Uniformity 
Service in the Church, an you ration of the Sacraments ; 
And the other lotiriled b „Re / ta the Crown the 
Antient } ſdiffion of gry State- cal and. Spiritual, 
aud 4 ' Forraign. Power repugnant to the Jame. As 
by che fame (eral Ads more at large doth appear: And 
whereas divers Seditious and Slanderous Perſons do not ceaſe 
aire invent and ſet forth falſe Rumours, Talks, « and bo. Se- 
hang Bonny againſt usand the ſaid good 

ind Kine, nmr Sorry ny pb divers rw] any — 
ee Doi England, meaning thereby to move 

amongſt our Loving 

1 — much to the of us an 
— People. Wherefore we earneſtly minding to have the ; 
before mentioned, to be duely put in Execution 3 


| aug tüch Perſons as ſhall hereafter Ol in any thing con- 


e ord Nulled + and twvcing Gbr Truſt and 

be 1 3 Veing 
Confidence in — Wiſdoms and Diſcretion, have Autho- 
rized and Appointed youtobe our Commiſſioners. 
And by theſe A hr yaw do give our full Power and Authori- 
ty to you, or Six of youz whereof you the ſaid Matthew Par- 
ker, nd Grendale, Thomas Smith, Walter Haddon, Tho- 
mas Sack-ford , Richard Godrick,, and. Gilbert Gerrard, to 
be one from time to time hereafter, duicing our pleaſure, to 
nquite 2s the Oaths of Twel aye e Good and Lawſul 

ens e 


ben; axpiſoby itneſſes, and all other Lawful ways and 
you can deyile, for all Offences, Miſdoers and Miſde- 


; rheanors done and committed of chem 7 hereafter to he 


* 
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2 
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— i — 
gelen ithin this our Realm aceording to your Wil- 
oms, Canſciences and Diſcretions.wiliog and commanding 
you or ſix of you wheteof you-the faul. Mathew Parker, 
Edmond Grindel, Temes 8mivhy Walter Haddon, : Thomas 
Sucksford,. 'Richarth Godricki;r ot Gilbert Gerrard to be one 
from time to time hereafter: $0 uſe ant deviſe all ſuch pol- 
litick ways, and means for the Tryal and — out of 
all abe premiſes as by you or G you as aſoreſaid ſhall be 
Son oe expedient nec and upon due proof had, 
and the Offenęe or Offences e ſpecified orany of them 
ba proved againſt any perſon or perſons, as by you 
or fix of you, by confeſſion of the party or by lawful 
Wraneſles'ar by any other due means before you or fix of 
you whereof the ſaid. Mathew. Parker, Edmond Grindale, 
Thomas smith, Malter Haddon, Thomas Sac Richard 
Godrick,, or Gilbert Gerrard to he one, that then you or 
ſix of you as aforeſaid, ſhall have full gamer end Authority 
to award ſuch Puniſhment. to qvery Offender by fine Im- 
ar 


22 nment ar other iſe by all otany of the ways 'afore- 
id, and to ike foch ln 
to your Wiſdqms and Diſcretions or fix of you, whereof 
tha ſaid Adathgy Parker, Edmond Wrindale, Thomas — 
Ur ) Water 


ick.,, op 


in any 


eee 
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3 y — to you or ſix of 

Convenient, as well for their 
kn pros appearance 2 belpre you lix of you as 72 
as allo mance and accompliſhment of your 
Orders and Decrees, in caſe you or ſix of you as aforeſaid 

fee it ſo convenient. And fugther our will and plea- 
{ure is, that, you ſhall appoint Our Truſty and well beloved 
ere to be your Regiſter of all your Ads, Decrees, 


by N of this Commiſſion, and in his 

gel Nee F e 
70 e ar ye ſhall gate to the ſaid Re- 
bir oe bis paigs, his Gals levied of the fines; 
ok that [hall ariſe 55 force of this Com- 


— 3 0 your devices in the premiſſes as to your 
ic ſhall be thought meer. And further our will 
d pleaſure is, that you or fix of you as aforeſaid ſhall 
name and appoint one other ſufficient perſon to gather hr 


or ſix of . 
4 2 ix of y0us oy pus: 
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. - Fhus by What bath been ſaid, you ſee both by Statute, 


Laws aud Prefident, of the very Commiſſion themſelves 
the Acted by, it is clear they. ought not to 
Courts: Wharſoever in their on Namos, nor 


Ode there 1 nt Fong 10 
ny fi #235 $4 4 oF; - X % 
pL aus Ring tdward "Srxths 
aner, Caping;. that Starges/of Re- „ I lac. 

"cannot our Spiritudl'Petfons . 5. 

nh 


pO it ie his ” 


8 Ex CA I 


2 
if 
+ 


5 


5 
8 


: 
: 


Se 
HH 


5 A So, 


wer, Retoy Th To 1 4 


5 ute TEE 


Here again you feethat the yery. Commiſſions are again 
Confirmed , and all Eccleſiaſtical Power abſolutely in the 
Queen to make and Appoint by her 'Cotumiffion whom She 
pleaſe to exerciſe Spiritual Juriſdiction, and 2 ever 
pretended this Statute to be touched. 

This bein g che Cale woche end of Queen Blizabethr Reign, 
we muſt ſee what was done in King Jane, time, and ſo 0 


= 2 
James time the Biltiops ani Ecclefiaftical Courts 


3 moſt ways 
meeting with an O ue e 
their own names time out © —— the Sew 


(37) 
2 e b Ae would r therein, 
elpecially when the King did permit it. I took an occaſion to 
| Fon the Jonah ate] Revheds and, do. find 


inform my ſe 
that the Eee 


Kip James der in by Fee of Coma an bete. 
ing James, under him by | 1 as before, 
Bar 2 it out of all Jod, 1 fall demonſtrate-it thus : d. Journ. 
2 Jacobi, A Diſpute aroſe about the Spirjqual Courts of their . Lord.. 

xtorrion and going beyond their Commiſſions; the Com- , 0. 
mons in Parliament complained to the King againſt the Eccle - 
faſtical Courts, ayd pray that no more ſuch power may be 
Iver [ 8 And a. Queſtion aroſe in the 
10th of Jacobi, whether they had any power at all; in full 
Parliament; it was Refolyed, and the King gave his Anſwer, 
F and the Judgement of the, Houſe of Peers, That they had no 

Power but by the Kings Commiſſion, which he would take care for 

the time to come that it ſhould not be any Burthen to the Peo- 

le, Which Anſwer and Judgement in Parliament you have 
fate in het Verba ſet down, V 12. 


Die Lunæ, Viz. 23 die Jub, 1616. Poſt Meridiem. 


His Aajeſtirs Anſwer delivered to the whole Aſſembly of both 
Houſes, the 23d of July, 16 10. unto certain Grievances former- 
ly delivered to His Majeſty by the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſ- 

of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, touching the inconve- 
nient aud dangerous extent of the Statute of 1 Eliz. = I, 
Our Approved care for the well-Ordering of Eccleſiaſtical- 
Courts and Cauſes, t to baniſh from the conceits of our 
loving Subjects all needleſꝭ and imaginary fears: Neverthe- 
leſs we are pleaſed to aſſure. them by Our Royal Promile , 
That our Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſions ſhall not be Directed to 
ſingular Perſons, but to ſuch a number of Commiſſioners, and 
them ſo elected as the weight of ſuch Cauſes doth require: 
And that no Definitive Sentence be given or unced by 
ſuch our Commiſſioners, under the number of Seven of them, 
fitting in Court, or Five at che leaſt, and that in only caſe of 
Neceſſity. And further, That we ſhall not take Advantage 
by any power given us by that Statute, to grant forth any 
forms of Com n ex further then to Impriſonment 
and Reaſonable Fine. And likewiſe, That We ſhall reſtrain 
ſuch our General Commiſſions to the number of Two, the one 
for this Province of Canterbury, the other for that of Tork ; 
Beſides we are Reſolved to liſh ſuch an Order —_—_ 


the uſe and practice of Our ſaid Commiſſion, as that none o 
our 


(28 

our Loving SubjeQt ſhall be drawn from remote places, either 
to London or Tori, except it (half be for ſuch exorbitant of- 
fences as are ſit to he made exemplary ; And forthe enume- 
ration of Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes in particular, as it is a matter 
full of Difficulty, ſoit is needful N ac we ſuppoſe,) conſider- 
ing that they are afteady limited and confined as no Antient 
Canon or Spiritual Laws are iu force, that are either contrary 
to the Laws, Statutes, ot Cuſtomes of this Realm, or tend 
to the Dammage ot Hurt of our Prerogative Royal. 
For the Grievances apprebended inthe Commiſſicn, Firſt 
a Soveraign King being Mixta P#ſdnz, and havitig Authori- 
ty as well in Cauſes Eectefiaſtical as' Temporal, it was with 

t Wiſdomordained ( Matters of the Church being many 
ways impugned, and the Cenſutes of 42 into — 
That there ſhould be à Commiſſion conſiſting as well of Tem- 
poral 43 Eecleſiaſtical Perſons, Who might have power fot 
one Offence at one time and by one ſentence to infli& as there 
ſhould be cauſe, both Spiritual and Tempora puniſkinent, 
but as to the Inquiry by Juries, .it hath not for many Years 
been practiſed. And we are content," that hereafter it be o- 
mitted in our Commiſſion 3 And concerning Appeals, the uſe 
hath always r e e this na. 
ture; And yet if any of our Subj 1! rieved 
with any Sentence given b our Commiſſioners, « all be 
content, as we find juſt cauſe, to grant unto them a Commiſ- 
on of Review: Allo for the Execution of divers Statutes, 
aimed at in your Grievances, although it hath been from time 
to time committed in ſome ſort unto our Commiſſioners. And 
that every ſuch Commiſſion hath beeri ſtill penned by the 
Attorney-General, with the Advice of the chief Temporal 
Judges; yet we are well pleaſed , arid will give command- 
ment accordingly ,that our Temporal and Eccleſiaſtical Judg- 
es, aſſiſted with our Learned Council , ſhall confer together 
concerning the Exceptions by you taken, to the end that 
hereafter out ſaid Commiſſioners may have no further pow- 
er t6intermeddle with the Execution of any part of the ſaid 
— then it — found = for our Service n 
for the ſuppreſſing of Popery and Schiſm, and no ways repug- 
nant to the Long and Pallices of this our Realm - But for 
making any Innovations in the forms and ings here- 
tofore uſed by our ſaid Commiſſioners, we know no cauſe to 
depart therein from the Examples of our P itors , nor 
from that which the Laws of this our Kingdom hath Approv- 
ed. And touching Fees, ſince it is a Court by Statute erected 


and 
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and no Fees in, the Statute vit was very fit, That the 
5 ſhould have 4 to limia avd/Appoint 


to every r his R : And we will cm end 
the further care thereof to ipal perſon of our Com- 
miſſioner, to take a view of them, cad as to reform what they 


find amils, ſo to Eſtabliſh ſuch as ſhall be Moderate uud: Kea» 


ſonable, t rouching the Grievances found in the Execution of 
the Commission. We know that there is nd Cn 
emporal —— 
but may be ſubject more or leſs to Abuſe in the execution 
their Authority, - Nevertheleſs, it is Our part to have ont 
our Parhament, when we a 
therefore our pur | 
5 
may beſt procure hams of OurSwja | hr —— 
v tion And Tach be ioflifted vpon any 
ders, as may repreſs ſuch Miſdemeanors in time to come. 
Sure if this Record be confidered, there is enough 
d{ay.no more, the 
Caſe being plain the Law oe Chick 
and by. 
But io King Charles the Firſt's time, the Biſhops caſt about 


nor Court either of Eccleſiaſtical or T 

Ear open to receive of that kind 

Abuſes made in tho 

Purſivants or other inferior Miniſters which ſhall be Offen · 
2 the LN cannot be halden but by 
I ſet down the rather becauſe a uſe will be made of it by 
them bow to get rid of theſe Shackles , And therefore in 


Laxd's time, the point about Holding Court: in * 
own without the Kings EINE 
ted, and in the Sear-Chamber 1 where he ruled the Roſt got 


the Judges there, tho it was but an extra Judicial Judgment 
2 — 


in their favour, which was eulie 
— — and His Grace were — — 
point, — very } moſt of them were the ſame 
that gave their Judgment the Shipp-Money 3 And we 
know what became of that Judgment and them : And fot 
Prelate he met with * but be- 


his Lordſhip bad finiſhed his Miniſtry , ſo he 
was, that I am told he got a Proclamatioa to publith the Ex- 
tra Judicial Opinion, which made a great noiſe in the World, 


for Noyſe and Decancy was all along the Cheat that was 
F his 
Zang \ . But 


— 


(3) 


-{ BurTithink no/Man wilt HN THA That Extra Judicial © 


phthywquatia the Fruthr? or with the Nie c- 
ow har vo more”, hut - 
ed 10 lo nol: 4 leg. INS og 7 * 2 by 

> (Aftet ar Extra wha e ju 
a ale 


. 
— 


ET began, 15 


4 ſho ati Act to take” away 
he Stattite of 1 Elis. for Ry de, 


nn by whi means they well knew 
that 3 could beheld at f=; And therefore an A& 


paſſed to Repral that Branch of he Statute of 1 Fliz. which 


Chauſe abour the ntin Commisſions, az by 
Se 2 all Spiritual Courts were 


ad by: + The'T tle of the Act runs 
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After the making of this Act all Juriſdiction of the 
Spiritual Courts, was wholly dain'd as appears plainly by 
the Statute. Thus it ſtood (till, 13 Car. 2d. Now in this 
Act of Car Primi, it muſt be obſerved that it meddles no 
farther with the Act of Elia. then that one branch about 
Commiſſions, it meddles not with the Eccleſiaſtical power 
being in the Crown nor with the Statute, 8 Elix. Nor 
any thing of Edward 6. or Henry 8. which muſt be ob- 
ſerved. 


Thus then their power was wholly diſcontinued till the 
thirteenth of Charles 2d. And then coming into their 
Biſhopricks and great Eſtates, they thought 1t hard that 
they muſt have their Spiritual Swords tied, therefore all 
hands to york to get looſe, and ſo aa Act is paſſed the 
13 Charles2d. For Repeal of part of the Act Car Primi. 
And now they thought all was ſure, but as it fell out this 
will do them no good at all neither, for the Act which was 
intended to Repeal this Act of the 16 of Charles the firſt hath 
miſrecited it, and called it an Act made the 17 of Charles 
the firſt, not only in the Title but all along in the body of 
the Act, which is plain upon the Roll, though not in the 
Statute Books, viz. 


An Act for Explanation of a Clauſe, contained in an Act 
ol Parliament, made in the ſeventeenth year of the late 
King Charles, Intituled an Act of Repeal of a Branch of a 

Statute Primo Flizabethe, concerning Commiſſions for 
* Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, viz. 
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other perſon 02 perſons 1 — ererciſing Spiri⸗ 
5 Diction | 

ne Licence oz Commiſion of s A; 


Turiſdicton, ma 
ſentence, execute, and ererciſe all manner 

and all cenſures and coerttons appertatning 
2 the making ok the Act 


Id Act. 


and it is hereby Enacted, That 
| tall er: 


any thing herein contained, 


l 


daa, aden, Bio 


2 


TEES 
15 


02 Admint 
the Path. t 4 uſually called es Ex io, | oz 
02 arch may 


pore 


pin this Staute 0) any 


So that then it follows that except — can gad uh an 
Act as this Repeals, which muſt be one of the 17 of Charles 
the firſt, this will not help them for they will not find that 

-his in Law can repeal the Act made the 16 of char, the 


firſt- And what follows if they have acted all this white 
aud had no legal power, let the» world Judge wheres 


(36) — 
threed they haye ſpun for themſelves, if either the King 
ſhall call them to account or any private man that hath been 
Excommunicated, but it will he objected that this may be 
remedied it being but a miſtake to which I anſwer it may be 
mended, but it muſt be in Parliament. | 

But then it is objected, That this Act of the 13th of this 
King intends them a power to hold Courts. | 

The Anſwer is plain, very true it doth fo, but it muſt be 
according to the Kings Majeſtics Eccleſiaſtical Laws (till, and 
it muſt be from and under him, as by Law, aud ſure the Sta- 
tutes before is the Law they muſt walk by, until the ſame are 
truly and exactly Repealed, 

Bur for a further Anſwer, If they obſerve this Statute well, 
and aHow it to be a miſtake, as I affirm it is, they are not at 
All the better for thisof Cer. ad. as to their Eccleſiaſtical pow- 
er they now Act by, if there were no miſtake at all for this of 
Car. ad. does not helpthem in the leaſt. for in the laſt Para- 
graph of this Statute of the 13th of this King, it is expreſly 
ſaid; They ſhall have-no more power than they bad in the Tear 
16329. | 

Then ſee what they had in 163 3, it is moſt plain all the reſt 
of the Statutes were then in force againſt them both of Henry 
the 8th. and Edw. 6th. Q. Fliz. and King James Laws. 

Fx chis very Sentence and Judgement in Parliament before 
E was bin in 1610. And I do aver they had no other 

wer cken but what thoſe Laws gave them; thus I have 
— eith matter of Fact, as it lies, I leave all Men to judge, 

To Ne th they _ occaſion, and would 

Error might be corr by them, if in any thi 
v 5. — the Caſe, 2 | 
J perſon will undertake to correct it in what 
off Method he Tikes beſt. 1 
f datt n ſeveral Objections which I have 
this , the Firltis this, That the King per- 

ik, if any wrong be done by the Spiritual Courts, 
it is to him, and what hath any private perſon to do to con- 
cern himſelf therein. "air 

In chat the King way paſs it by, tis true, but wrong may be 
dona by theſe Courts to the Subject as well as — King 3 
andithere may be Damage to a ſingle Perſon by theſe Courts 
by being Excommunicated, which cannot be to the King, 
am whoevet ſuffets under that Burden hath cauſe enough to 

in and ſeek their Remedy, tho the King think fit to 
fer vd the wrong done to himſelf. 


The 


- 


(29 
Tbe other Objection, is, That the Courſe of the Eccleſia- 
ſtical been ſuch time aut of mind, and vo hurt 
comes to the Subject by their — whether it be done by 
Commiſſiom or not. 

To which I Anſwer, 2 heard of any Good 
ever did come from tho: Courts, but many have been 
ruined and undone by them; And in the next place for their 
Cuſtome time out of mind, there is no ſuch thing, if Cuſtome 
ſhould prevail againſt Law, which it cannot be, — 
eſt time they canbring fr this Cuſtome is but 1610 at the 
furtheſt time 3 and thereare ſame perſons yet living, can re- 
member that time. But l believe it will be hard far them, to 
prove thatthey exerciſed — — by their on 
Authority in any time in n James 3 Haw: 
ever if they as rr pay — Cuſtom 
againſt Law never yet made a Law, ànd forthem to ſay Cu- 
ſtome will carry it che Highway-Manmay as well plead the 
fame for Robbery, and ſay, Ob Sir, I have beew ee to 
Rob, tho there be 2 Law Ain it. 

There is another Objection which carries as liele weight 
as the reſt, and that is the Opinion of the Judges in the Star- 
Chamber, which to have the Anſwer that before is gi- 
ven, chat it was an Extra- udicial Opinion, and given at ſuch 
a time, and by the ſame Judges that over · ruled the Plea of 
the — Ellint, whach was many Years afterrever- 
ſed m Parliament. 

Therefore to Sum up all, the caſe lies mus, before the 
20 of H. the 8. The $5 — 22 
ceedings in England by efiaſtical Courts, was by from 
and under the and authority of the See of Rome and 
by there Cannon Law — to the end of bis Reiga 
all that power was inveſted wholly in the King, and no au. 
thority belonged tothemin any matters whatever, but what 
muſt be derived by from and under him. 

King Edward hy 6. of Famous memory did by his honeſt 
and wiſe Councel, not only approve of what was dune in 
the Church affairs, i in # the 86s. time, but an furder 
and takes away the very form and mould the Spiritual 
Courts, by making a Law that thoſe Courts ſhould not ſo 
much as bcheld in their one name, but in the name of the 
King and all there Citations _ — In was a 
be in the Kings name as in go op ey , an 
the Biſhops name of the 5577 to be at the bottom , as 
teſt to the writ and not as Lord Paramount, the Kings 
L autho- 
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— 9 and by this Kings Law they were not tu uſe any 
Seal to the Court, but wich che Kings Armsin Graven, ſo it 
reſted — 7 — 30 — a 
Queen A. came in Pepi affected, the hel 
1 —— 


the good of her Souf and Honour to the unholy Church of 


Rome, to pals an Act, called an Act of repeal 20 take away 
all thoſe Laws that abridged the Power and of 
theSee of Rome ſenco the 20 year of H. the 8. And as ſome 
will have it this Law of ' Edwar4the'b. muſt be meant to 
be one of thoſe, but hat reaſoncan be in Law given is not 
yet known forit is not perticularly Repealed as other Laws 
are in that Statute of Repeal and ; then in the next 

ing not ſo pettieulatly, it is believed it could not be Re- 

ed by that Act of Repeal, becauſe that in the very ſame 

AQ it doth ſet- ſourtii petticularly. all other Acts intended 

to be repealed, aff hot that. Then Queen | Elizabeth 
in her firſt year - Repealed the Act of Repeal made in 
Queen Mary's days, and reſtores ali again, as was in Henry 
the gbr. time, and Eeward the 5. And declared particu- 
larly that all manner of Eccleſiaſtical vower muſt be from; 
and under her, aud by her Authority and none elſe, and 
more particularly to all che Church power, was then 
loſt without new power given by that Act, a Clauſe, is 
incerted in the ſaid Act that She and her Succeſſors ſhall 
give command under the t Seal of Exgland to ſuch com- 
| tnmifſions/, as the pleaſed from time to time to hold Court 

Eccleſiaſtical and not otherwiſe. 2 
Jo the ſame effect it is eclated by the Statute 
made the 8th of her Reign. And it is moſt certain, that 
8 Vertue of the Clauſe in that Statute Frimo Elin. That 


power of ng Commiſſions to hold Spiritual 
they did AR; and without it neither Queen or King 

could grant ſuch Commiſſions, nor they bold any Courts, 
without ſuch Commiſſious. 

Thus then it continued all the time of Q. Elz. and by 
ſuch Commiſſions they acted and no other Authority was 
known, not from her time can they ſnew. other Authority 
to impower them but on the contrary they will find them- 
ſelves leſſened. | 
For in King James time they acted by the ſame Autho- 

rity; and in full Parliament, in 16105 it was owned of all 
=. ds. a Da : 


In 


( 


— 
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la King Charles the firſt's time the Spiritual Courts became 
a Burden to the Nation, ſo great that the le were not 
able to bear them although they did by ſuch Com- 
miſſions, or at leaſt ought ſo to do which appears plain by 
the Statute, 16 Car Primi, which takes away all their whole 
power, and as a reaſon or means to take away their ppwer ; 
— — — — — — — clear 47 by the 
e yot t Ay tell you mult repeal that 
art of the Law of Q. Els, t ve — —— 
5 for them to hold Spi Courts. Therefore the 
taking away and Repealing that Branch of the Statute of 
Nn. that gives power to grant i it was taken 
for grant, then that they had no power at all. For no more 
of that Statute: was Repealed is evident, then what related to 
the Comiſſſons, they did not let them looſe. to Act as before 
it was fo far from that, that it they intended not 
to let them Act at all, · neither under the King in his Name 
nor any otherways whatever then in this of Car. 2d. The 
Eccleſiaſtical perſons meant to R the Act of Primo Car. 
Bat miſtook the year, ſo in truth they did nothing at all 
but they may be liable to be called to account, for all 
they have acted ever fince nor cau they Act with ſafety, 
till this Law be mended for Acts of Parliament muſt be 
punctually repealed, and exactly recited or elſe in Law it 
will not do. 2 
But if that had been well Repealed it is far ſhort of 
giving them any power, for it is only to take away the 
Clauſe, that was repealed about given Commiſſions to hold 
Courts but gives them no new power at all, it doth not 
tell them notwithſtanding the Laws of H. 8. Ed. 6. The 
reſt of the Statutes of Elizabeth, and the practice in King 
James time, that they ſhall hold Courts in their own Names, 
no, it is (© far from that, that the Act faith expreſly they 
(hall have no other per by this Act, or was it intended 
them, then what they had in 1639, now if they can ſhew 
that they had any power given them between the year 1610, 
to the year 1633. Then I ſay, they are right and may go 
on, if not, I appeal to all mankind what culler or pretence 
theſe men can have to hold Courts Spiritual at al, much 
leſs by their own Prerogative or in their own Names; which 
I take to be. as unlawful, and as directly againſt the Kings 
Prerogative as any thing can be, For that fince all power 
Spiritual and Temporal is by Law inveſted in the King; 
they 


dads A 
SED 
may ag well” hold Courts again under the Pope} 
they moy ag v wy hens . 


turn 
Kings Laws an 
ſay and 
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